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OVERVIEW 



This publication provides a compilation of statistical information covering fall enrollments in 
Pennsylvania colleges and universities. It contains information on a variety of aspects of enrollments, 
including total enrollments for each college and university, sex, race and level of enrollment. 

The source of this data is an annual survey of Pennsylvania colleges and universities. Estimates 
are provided for two nonresponding institutions. National data was drawn from the results of surveys 
conducted by the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). 

In addition to 144 colleges and universities, there are private licensed schools in Pennsylvania 
authorized to grant specialized associate degrees in business and technology (ASB and AST). In 
1994-95, the latest year for which data was available, there were 95 schools with this degree-granting 
authority. These schools enrolled 47,289 students who were in pursuit of either the ASB or AST degree at 
that time. This figure, if coupled with college and university students, would place the number of people 
pursuing a postsecondary degree at approximately 618,600. 



STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS 
FALL 1995 



ENROLLMENTS 


% 


TOTAL 


571,355 


100.0 


Full-Time 


375,542 


65.7 


Part-Time 


195,813 


34.3 


Public 


345,512 


60.5 


Private 


225,843 


39.5 


Undergraduate 


473,459 


82.9 


First-Professional 


16,107 


2.8 


Graduate 


81,789 


14.3 


Male 


255,964 


44.8 


Female 


315,391 


55.2 


American Indian/Alaskan Native 


1,363 


0.2 


Asian/Pacific Islander 


19,399 


3.4 


Black (Non-Hispanic) 


43,247 


7.6 


Hispanic 


9,832 


1.7 


White (Non-Hispanic) 


480,591 


84.1 


Nonresident Alien 


16,923 


3.0 
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...the ratio of first-time freshmen to high schooi graduates has stabiiized in recent years... 



TABLE 1 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES AND COLLEGE 
FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN ENROLLMENTS 
1986 THROUGH 1995 





HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES 


COLLEGE FIRST-TIME FRESHMEN 


Enrollments 


Ratio to 
High School 
Graduates 


1986 


145,005 


96,238 


.67 


1987 


142,811 


99,189 


.69 


1988 


145,929 


99,466 1/ 


.68 


1989 


139,232 


100,836 1/ 


.72 


1990 


129,514 


96,066 


.74 


1991 


123,087 


95,641 


.78 


1992 


122,259 


96,463 


.79 


1993 


120,875 


94,964 


.79 


1994 


118,509 


94,867 


.80 


1995 


120,965 


97,019 


.80 



y Includes estimated data for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology. 



The increase in the number of college first-time freshmen enrollments in 1995 mirrored the 
increase in the number of high school graduates in Pennsylvania. The ratio of college first-time freshmen 
(which includes in-state, out-of-state and nonresident aliens) to Pennsylvania high school graduates 
increased from .67 in 1986 to .80 in 1995. 
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...the percentage of minority enroiiments has increased since 1986... 



FIGURE 1 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY RACE 
1986 AND 1995 



0.9% Hispanic 




2.1 % Nonresident Alien 
0.2% American Indian/Alaskan Native 



1986 



7.6% Stack (Non-Hispanic) 
3.4% Astan/Pactfic Islander 



84.1% White (NorvHispanic) 




1.7% Hispanic 

3.0% Nonresident Alien 
0.2% American Indian/Alaskan Native 



1995 



Decreases in the percentage of white high school graduates resulted in a percentage decrease of 
white enrollments between 1986 and 1995. However, the percentage of black enrollments in 
Pennsylvania colleges and universities increased in line with their increased share of high school 
graduates. Asian/Pacific Islander, Hispanic and nonresident alien enrollments increased significantly 
during this period. 
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...female enrollments have been Increasing more rapidly than male enrollments since 1986... 



FIGURE 2 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY LEVEL AND SEX 
1986 AND 1995 



(0 

»- 

z 

UJ 



O 

a: 

z 

u 



300.000 




Since 1986, the percentage increase in female enrollments at each level far exceeded that of their 
male counterparts. Specifically, female undergraduate enrollments increased 12.5%; graduate, 37.2%; 
and first-professional, 34.7%. Comparatively, male undergraduate enrollments increased 3.0%; graduate, 
8.7%; and first-professional, 3.9%. 



...institutions in Pennsyivania and nationwide showed simiiar enroiiments trends... 



TABLE 2 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY TYPE OF INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES AND PENNSYLVANIA 
BY SELECTED YEARS 





TOTAL U.S. 
(in Thousands) 


TOTAL PA 
(in Thousands) 


PUBLIC 


PRIVATE 


U.S. 

% of Total 


PA 

% of Total 


U.S. 

% of Total 


PA 

% of Total 


1985 


12,051 


516 


78.7 


58.2 


21.3 


41.8 


1987 


12,576 


527 


79.3 


59.0 


20.7 


41.0 


1989 


13,309 


557 


79.5 


60.4 


20.5 


39.6 


1991 


14,129 


580 


80.0 


61.2 


20.0 


38.8 


1993 


14,079 1/ 


581 


79.5 


61.0 


20.5 


39.0 


1995 


14,037 2/ 


571 


78.9 


60.5 


21.1 


39.5 



1/ Preliminary data. 
21 Estimated data. 



Pennsylvania has a strong sector of private colleges and universities comprising nearly 40% of 
the total enrollments, compared to approximately 21% nationwide. However, since 1985, the percentage 
of private sector enrollments in Pennsylvania has decreased by 2.3 percentage points. 

Total Pennsylvania enrollments have followed similar trends as those nationwide, peaking in 1992 
and declining thereafter. In Pennsylvania, most of the decreases occurred in undergraduate enrollments. 
One factor contributing to this decline was enrollment ceilings in state universities. Current available data 
indicates enrollments over the next five years at the national and state levels will increase at a slower 
pace than during the past decade. 
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...total enrollments In first-professional programs reached a new high In 1995... 
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...female enrollments have jumped nearly 16% since 1986... 



TABLE 4 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY SEX AND STATUS 
1986 THROUGH 1995 





TOTAL 


MALE 


FEMALE 


Full-Time 


Part-Time 


Full-Time 


Part-Time 


Number 


% 


Number 


% 


Number 


% 


Number 


% 


1986 


518,848 


171,662 


69.6 


74,951 


30.4 


166,601 


61.2 


105,634 


38.8 


1987 


526,835 


173,774 


70.2 


73,901 


29.8 


172,040 


61.6 


107,120 


38.4 


1988 


542,315 


177,654 


70.5 


74,475 


29.5 


178,792 


61.6 


111,394 


38.4 


1989 


556,943 


180,548 


70.4 


75,947 


29.6 


184,174 


61.3 


116,274 


38.7 


1990 


566,027 


181,232 


70.0 


77,828 


30.0 


186,227 


60.7 


120,740 


39.3 


1991 


579,553 


184,437 


69.7 


80,183 


30.3 


190,967 


60.6 


123,966 


39.4 


1992 


587,977 


185,278 


69.4 


81,847 


30.6 


193,274 


60.2 


127,578 


39.8 


1993 


580,693 


181,992 


69.2 


80,973 


30.8 


193,396 


60.9 


124,332 


39.1 


1994 


571,887 


179,207 


69.4 


78,928 


30.6 


194,383 


62.0 


119,369 


38.0 


1995 


571,355 


178,710 


69.8 


77,254 


30.2 


196,832 


62.4 


118,559 


37.6 



Female enrollments have been growing much faster than male enrollments over the past decade. 
Since 1986, female enrollments have grown 15.9%, compared to male enrollments which grew only 3.8%. 

The percentage of females enrolled full-time grew from 61.2% in 1986 to 62.4% in 1995, an 
increase of 1 .2 percentage points. Conversely, full-time males increased by only 0.2 percentage 
point. 
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...community colleges had the highest percentage of part-time enrollments in 1995... 



TABLE 5 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY AND SEX 

1995 





TOTAL 


MALE 


FEMALE 


Total 


Full- 

Time 

% 


Part- 

Time 

% 


Total 


Full- 

Time 

% 


Part- 

Time 

% 


TOTAL 


571,355 


255,964 


69.8 


30.2 


315,391 


62.4 


37.6 


State Universities 


94,370 


39,164 


84.3 


15.7 


55,206 


78.6 


21.4 


State-Related Comm Universities 


139,362 


71,131 


76.8 


23.2 


68,231 


71.9 


28.1 


Community Colleges 


111,353 


44,685 


37.4 


62.6 


66,668 


31.6 


68.4 


Private State-Aided Institutions 


40,542 


21,536 


79.1 


20.9 


19,006 


74.4 


25.6 


Private Colleges and Universities 


177,092 


75,203 


72.6 


27.4 


101,889 


65.6 


34.4 


Theological Seminaries 


3,117 


2,137 


52.7 


47.3 


980 


37.9 


62.1 


Private Two-Year Colleges 


5,092 


1,707 


70.2 


29.8 


3,385 


56.0 


44.0 


State School of Technology 


427 


401 


100.0 


0.0 


26 


100.0 


0.0 



Overall, total enrollments in 1995 decreased by less than 0.1%. However, community colleges, 
private state-aided institutions and the state school of technology showed declines greater than 2.5%. 

The University of Pennsylvania showed a major decline among the private state-aided institutions. Private 
two-year colleges showed a significant increase, primarily the result of adding the Pennsylvania Institute of 
Technology. 

Specifically, the state school of technology showed the largest decrease (6.4%), followed by 
community colleges and private state-aided institutions (each 2.7%) and state universities (0.3%). Private 
two-year colleges showed the largest increase (16.9%), followed by state-related commonwealth 
universities (1.7%), theological seminaries (0.7%) and private colleges and universities (0.5%). 
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...total minority enrollments increased by 3.9 percentage points since 1986... 



TABLE 6 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY AND RACE 

1986 AND 1995 





TOTAL 


NONMINORITY 

% 


MINORITY 

% 


NONRESIDENT 

ALIEN 

% 


1986 


1995 


1986 


1995 


1986 


1995 


1986 


1995 


TOTAL 


518,848 


571,355 


88.8 


84.1 


9.0 


12.9 


2.2 


3.0 


State Universities 


86,165 


94,370 


92,3 


91.0 


6.5 


7.7 


1.2 


1.3 


State-Related Comm Universities 


130,605 


139,362 


86.0 


80.9 


11.1 


15.5 


2.9 


3.6 


Community Colleges 


86,995 


111,353 


86.1 


82.0 


13.7 


17.7 


0.2 


0.3 


Private State-Aided institutions 


46,565 


40,542 


82.6 


69.6 


11.1 


19.9 


6.3 


10.5 


Private Colleges and Universities 


158,867 


177,092 


93.0 


88.3 


5.0 


8.5 


2.0 


3.2 


Theological Seminaries 


3,158 


3,117 


83.7 


72.5 


12.7 


21.8 


3.6 


5.7 


Private Two-Year Colleges 


6,493 


5,092 


83.3 


69.0 


14.7 


28.2 


2.0 


2.8 


State School of Technology 


- 


427 


- 


80.8 


- 


19.2 


- 


0.0 



Note: Enrollment data for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology was included in 1995 because Act 21 1 of 1 990 

authorized this school to grant associate degrees. 



Public institutions had lower percentage point increases in minority enrollments since 1986 than 
their private counterparts with the exception of the private colleges and universities category. State 
universities had the lowest increase in minority enrollments (1.2 percentage points). 

Minority enrollments in private two-year colleges increased by 13.5 percentage points, the largest 
among all categories of institutions. However, an analysis of the same institutions in both years showed 
that, even by utilizing the data only for institutions in operation during both years, the percentage of 
minority enrollments increased from 16.4% to 27.4%, an increase of 11.0 percentage points . Theological 
seminaries and private state-aided institutions also had significant increases in minority enrollments (9.1 
and 8.8 percentage points, respectively). 
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...women comprised a higher percentage of enroiiments in all age groups... 



TABLE 7 

FALL ENROLLMENTS BY AGE AND SEX 
1995 



AGE 


TOTAL 


MALE 


FEMALE 


Enrollments 


% Of Total 


Enrollments 


% Of Total 


TOTAL 


571,355 


255,964 


44.8 


315,391 


55.2 


Under 18 


10,893 


4,156 


38.2 


6,737 


61.8 


18-24 


343,798 


162,289 


47.2 


181,509 


52.8 


25-34 


116,337 


53,603 


46.1 


62,734 


53.9 


35-49 


76,130 


26,367 


34.6 


49,763 


65.4 


50-64 


10,032 


3,133 


31.2 


6,899 


68.8 


65 & Above 


2,394 


1,042 


43.5 


1,352 


56.5 


Unknown 


11,771 


5,374 


45.7 


6,397 


54.3 



Women had the highest percentage of enrollments in all age groups in 1995. This was most 
pronounced in the 35-64 age groups where women outnumbered men approximately 2 to 1 . Although not 
shown in the table, decreases in enrollments in different age groups between 1993 and 1995 were 
approximately proportional to decreases in the total enrollments. 




11 



...the percentage of undergraduates enrolled in occupationally specific programs showed little 
change since 1987... 



TABLE 8 

FALL UNDERGRADUATE ENROLLMENTS IN OCCUPATIONALLY SPECIFIC PROGRAMS 

BY INSTITUTIONAL CATEGORY 
1987 AND 1995 





1987 


1995 


Total 


Occupationally 

Specific 

Enrollments 


Total 


Occupationally 

Specific 

Enrollments 


Total 


% 


Total 


% 


TOTAL 


444,184 


56.570 


12.7 


473,459 


60.687 


12.8 


State Universities 


79,988 


585 


0.7 


83,210 


1,143 


1.4 


State-Related Commonwealth Universities 


105,395 


3,469 


3.3 


108,142 


7,414 


6.9 


Community Colleges 


87,937 


44,444 


50.5 


111,353 


44,885 


40.3 


Private State-Aided Institutions 


28,841 


438 


1.5 


21,313 


438 


2.1 


Private Colleges and Universities 


135,676 


4,366 


3.2 


143,655 


3,247 


2.3 


Theological Seminaries 


181 


0 


0.0 


267 


0 


0.0 


Private Two-Year Colleges 


6,166 


3,268 


53.0 


5,092 


3,133 


61.5 


State School of Technology 


- 


- 


- 


427 


427 


100.0 



Note: Enrodment data for the Thaddeus Stevens State School of Technology was included in 1 995 because Act 211 of 1 990 

authorized this school to grant associate degrees. 



Occupationally specific programs prepare individuals for employment in a specific trade or 
occupation. These programs are offered below the bachelor's level and require less than four years to 
complete. Thus, in both 1987 and 1995, the highest percentages of occupationally specific enrollments 
were found in the two-year institutions (community colleges, private two-year colleges and the state school 
of technology). During this period, the most significant changes were at community colleges and private 
two-year colleges where the proportion of occupationally specific students fell 10.2 percentage points and 
increased 8.5 percentage points, respectively. 
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...the percentage increase in higher education enrollments in Pennsylvania was lower than at the 
national level... 



FIGURES 

PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN HIGHER EDUCATION FALL ENROLLMENTS BY STATE 

1985 TO 1993 




□ -10TO-0.1 EiH 0TO19.9 [Z2 20TO39.9 ■■40TO59.9 



Source: Digest of Education Statistics, 1995, U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 1995. 



Nationally, enrollments increased by 16.8% between 1985 and 1993. The states with the largest 
percentage increases were: Georgia, 53.9%; Colorado, 48.7%; New Mexico, 48.6%; and Nevada, 46.5%. 
Pennsylvania enrollments increased by 16.5% during this period. Massachusetts was the only state 
showing a decrease (-0.3%). 
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FALL ENROLLMENTS BY INSTITUTION, SEX AND ENROLLMENT STATUS 

1995 
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APPENDIX E 



GLOSSARY 



FIRST-PROFESSIONAL STUDENT - A student enrolled in a professional school or program which 

requires at least two academic years of college work for entrance and a total of at least six years 
for a degree. 

FIRST-TIME FRESHMAN - A student who has not previously attended any college. Also included are 
those students who entered with advanced standing (college credits earned before graduation 
from high school) at the freshmen level and those who attended college for the first time during 
the preceding summer. 

FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT - A comparative figure derived by converting part-time student academic work 
load into a normal full-time load. Institutions were requested to use 15 credit hours per semester 
for undergraduate students and 12 credit hours per semester for graduate and first-professional 
students as the normal load. Total full-time equivalent enrollments are the sum of full-time 
headcount and the full-time equivalency of part-time students. 

GRADUATE STUDENT - A student who holds a bachelor's or first-professional degree or equivalent and 
is working toward a master's or doctor's degree. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE - A student who has completed the 12'*’ grade and received a high school 
diploma. 

PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS - Institutions listed in the following categories: private state-aided institutions, 
private colleges and universities, theological seminaries and private two-year colleges. 

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS - Institutions listed in the following categories: state universities, state-related 
commonwealth universities, community colleges and state school of technology. 



RACIAL/ETHNIC AND OTHER DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORIES OF PERSONS 

RACIAL/ETHNIC CATEGORIES - Categories used to describe groups to which individuals belong, identify 
with or belong in the eyes of the community. These categories do not denote scientific definitions of 
anthropological origins. However, no person may be counted in more than one racial/ethnic category. 
Racial/ethnic designations are requested only for United States citizens, resident aliens and other eligible 
(for financial aid purposes) non-citizens who are not citizens or nationals of the United States but who 
have been admitted as legal immigrants for the purpose of obtaining permanent resident alien status (and 
who hold either an alien registration card (Form 1-551 or 1-151), a Temporary Resident Card (Form 1-688) 
or an Arrival-Departure Record (Form 1-94) with a notation that conveys legal immigrant status such as 
Section 207 Refugee, Section 208 Asylee, Conditional Entrant Parolee or Cuban-Haitian). 

AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKAN NATIVE - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of 
North America and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or 
community recognition. 

ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far 

East, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent or the Pacific Islands. This includes people 
from China, Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, Samoa, India and Vietnam. 
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BLACK (NON-HISPANIC) - A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa 
(except those of Hispanic origin). 

HISPANIC - A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or other 
Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race. 

WHITE (NON-HISPANIC) - A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North 
Africa or the Middle East (except those of Hispanic origin). 



OTHER DESCRIPTIVE CATEGORY 

NONRESIDENT ALIEN - A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who is 
in this country on a visa or temporary basis and does not have the right to remain 
indefinitely. Nonresident aliens are reported separately rather than in any of the five 
racial/ethnic categories described above. 
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NONRESPONDENTS 
(Data Estimated) 



Faith Theological Seminary 
Grove City College 
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